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Interview with a representative from the ASEAN Affairs
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on Myanmatr's stance
and cooperation with ASEAN in the implementation of the
ASEAN five-point consensus

Q - Could you please explain how
the ASEAN five-point consensus
evolved?

A - His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam, the Chairman of
ASEAN for 2021, extended an invitation
to the Chairman of the State Adminis-
tration Council, Commander-in-Chief of
the Defence Services of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing for attending the ASE-
AN Leaders’ Meeting on 24-4-2021 at the
ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Indonesia,
which was convened in-person after more
than a year of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In fact, that informal meeting was called
under the name of the ASEAN Leaders’
Meeting to discuss the internal political
developments of Myanmar.

The meeting was held with three
agendas; (1) ASEAN Community Building,
(2) ASEAN’s External Relations, and (3)
Exchange of views on Regional and Inter-
national Issues. At the meeting, the Chair-
man of the State Administration Council
reiterated Myanmar’s commitment to
work closely with the chair, including all
ASEAN Member States, to successfully
achieve the chair’s deliverables aiming
for a resilient and sustainable recovery
from COVID-19 and for further progress
towards the ASEAN Community build-
ing efforts. The Chairman of the State
Administration Council also comprehen-
sively apprised the meeting of the recent
developments in Myanmar, especially on
the reason why the Tatmadaw had con-
stitutionally assumed the State’s respon-
sibilities on 1 February 2021, handling of
protests in maximum restraints, and the
structure, future programmes and works
of the State Administration Council.

ASEAN Leaders also exchanged
views on the current situation and some
suggestions were highlighted in the Chair-
man’s Statement at the ASEAN Leaders’
Meeting. In response to the suggestions
madeby ASEAN Leaders, the Chairman of
the State Administration Council informed
the meeting on three points; (1) Myanmar
will consider carefully some constructive
suggestions made by ASEAN Leaders
based on evolving domestic situation of
the country, (2) As Myanmar prioritizes
to maintain law and order and to restore
community peace and tranquillity, Myan-
mar will consider some suggestions based
on the national interests of the country (3)
the suggestions will be positively consid-
ered if it would facilitate the implementa-
tion of the Five-Step Road Map laid down
by the State Administration Council and
are based on the purposes and principles
enshrined in the ASEAN Charter, ASEAN

Chairman of the State Administration Council, Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting on 24-4-2021 held at the ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Indonesia.

Way and ASEAN Spirit. Those points were
issued in the press statement on 26 April
2021.

The Chair of the ASEAN Leaders’
Meeting released the Chairman’s State-
ment where the ASEAN five-point consen-
sus was annexed mentioning the immedi-
ate cessation of violence, commencement
of a constructive dialogue among all par-
ties concerned, the appointment of a spe-
cial envoy of the ASEAN Chair, provisions
of humanitarian assistance through the
AHA Centre and the visit of the special
envoy to Myanmar.

Infact, the then ASEAN Chair did not
officially inform or negotiate with other
ASEAN Member States on the issuance
of the five-point consensus. Therefore,
we can hardly call it a consensus reached
among the ASEAN Member States
through negotiation and formal adoption.
Nevertheless, Myanmar is fully committed
to cooperating with other ASEAN Member
States in implementing the five-point con-
sensus based on ASEAN’s fundamental
principles.

0Q - What is Myanmar's official po-
sition on the ASEAN five-point con-
sensus?

A - The ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting was
held on 24-4-2021 in Jakarta not as a reg-
ular ASEAN Summit but as an informal
ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting. The issuance
of the five-point consensus was not in-
formed in advance and it was released as
an annexe of the Chairman’s Statement
of the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting. In this
regard, Myanmar views the ASEAN five-
point consensus as not a legally binding

document but a proposal based on con-
structive suggestions of ASEAN family
members to implement and cooperate
as much as possible in accordance with
the national interests of the concerned
member state. The Information Team of
the State Administration Council publicly
declared Myanmar’s official positions at
the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting through a
Press Release on 26-4-2021.

The precis of the Press Release on
the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting is; Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of
the State Administration Council and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Defence Services
attended the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting
which was held at the ASEAN Secretariat
in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 24 April 2021
at the invitation of His Majesty Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam; at the
Meeting, the Chairman of the State Admin-
istration Council reiterated Myanmar’s
commitment to work closely with the chair,
including all ASEAN Member States, to
successfully achieve chair’s deliverables
aiming for a resilient and sustainable re-
covery from COVID-19 and for further
progress toward the ASEAN Community
building efforts; the Chairman of the State
Administration Council also apprised the
Meeting of the recent developments in
Myanmar especially on the reason why the
Tatmadaw had constitutionally assumed
the State’s responsibilities on 1 February
2021, handling of protests with maximum
restraints, and the structure, future pro-
grammes and activities of the State Admin-
istration Council comprehensively; ASE-
AN Leaders also exchanged views on the

current situation which some suggestions
were highlighted in the Chairman’s State-
ment on the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting; in
response to some of the suggestions made
by ASEAN Leaders, Myanmar informed
the Meeting that it will give careful consid-
eration to constructive suggestions made
by ASEAN Leaders when the situation
returns to stability in the country since
priorities at the moment were to maintain
law and order and to restore community
peace and tranquility; in this regard, My-
anmar also informed the Meeting that the
suggestions would be positively considered
ifit would facilitate the implementation of
the five-step road map laid down by the
State Administration Council, serves the
interests of the country and was based
on the purposes and principles enshrined
in the ASEAN Charter;, ASEAN Way and
ASEAN Spirit; Myanmar also suggested
ASEAN Leaders to thoroughly review the
information booklet circulated at the Meet-
ing before comments are made relating to
the current political situation in Myanmar.

As mentioned above, Myanmar is ful-
ly and closely cooperating with ASEAN
not only in implementing the five-point
consensus but also in the ASEAN Com-
munity Building efforts despite imposing
targeted pressures on Myanmar based on
groundless accusations and allegations of
ASEAN’s division on the Myanmar issue.
Those one-sided allegations are totally
groundless, and biased and would not lead
toa constructive approach and solution but
only worsen the already-existed misper-
ceptions against Myanmar.

TO BE CONTINUED
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THERE are some ASEAN
Member States that hold nega-
tive views against Myanmar by
sidelining her and limiting its
representation to the ASEAN
Summit and the ASEAN For-
eign Ministers’ Meeting. Such
unprecedented action against
Myanmar is unilateral and in
breach of the ASEAN Charter.
ASEAN Member States are ob-
ligated and obliged to strictly ad-
here to the ASEAN fundamental
principles of consultation and
consensus, especially in times
of rising geopolitical competition
and major power rivalries.

The world media turns a
blind eye to the inhumane and
ruthless killings of monks, inno-
cent civilians, public servants,
students and children, and vio-
lent activities being committed
by the NUG, CRPH and PDF
which have been officially de-
clared terrorist groups by the
Government of Myanmar en-
couraging for more terrorism,
radicalism in the country due
to fake news, disinformation and
misinformation about Myanmar
by the media.

It is essential that ASEAN
and the international community
need to understand the realities
of Myanmar pragmatically and
cooperate closely with the Myan-
mar government. However, the
last ASEAN Summit held in No-
vember 2022 in Cambodia adopt-
ed the ASEAN leaders’ Review
and Decision on the Implemen-
tation of the five-point consen-
sus derailing from the ASEAN
Spirit and ASEAN Way as the
review fails to take into account
the progress and cooperative ef-
forts by the State Administration
Council in ASEAN Community
Building efforts and the review
and decisions purely aim to put
undue pressure on Myanmar.
As such, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Myanmar released a
Press Statement pointing out
the flaws of the so-called review
and 15 points of decisions by the
ASEAN Summit on 11-11-2022.

Q - Could youplease ex-
plain Myanmar's position
on the appointment of the
SpecialEnvoyofthe ASEAN
Chair?

A - Asa gesture of goodwill
and cooperation with ASEAN,
Myanmar is carrying out appro-

—

Chairman of the State Administration Council, Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services of the Republic
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of the Union of Myanmar, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends the ASEAN Leaders' Meeting on 24-4-2021
held at the ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Indonesia.

priate measures including facil-
itating the appointment of the
ASEAN Chair’s Special Envoy
and his visits as stated in points
3 and 5 of the consensus.

In appointing the Special
Envoy of the ASEAN Chair, it is
critical for ASEAN to cooperate
with the Myanmar government
given the in-depth understand-
ing of Myanmar’s history and the
reality of internal politics, and
to make constructive proposals
based on mutual understand-
ing, mutual respect, fairness and
equality in order to facilitate My-
anmar’s efforts in implementing
the five-step future plan.

For the appointment of the
very first Special Envoy of the
ASEAN Chair in 2021, ASE-
AN proposed the nominations
of Mr Virasakdi Futrakul, for-
mer deputy foreign minister of
Thailand, Mr Hassan Wirajuda,
former foreign minister of In-
donesia and Mr Razali Ismail
from Malaysia. The Myanmar
Government sent a letter of ap-
proval on the appointment of Mr
Virasakdi Futrakul, former dep-
uty foreign minister of Thailand
as the Special Envoy of the ASE-
AN Chair on 6-7-2021. However,
the 2021 ASEAN Chair changed
the nomination of Special En-
voy to Dato Erywan Pehin Yusof,
Minister of Foreign Affairs II of
Brunei Darussalam. Therefore,
the appointment procedure of
the Special Envoy of the ASE-
AN Chair has been delayed due
to the changes in nomination
from ASEAN although Myanmar
replied with its approval of the
former deputy foreign minister
of Thailand.

Myanmar conveyed its offi-

cial positions on the appointment
of the Special Envoy of the ASE-
AN Chair and highlighted that
a Special Envoy shall not be a
cabinet member of the Mem-
ber State holding the ASEAN
Chairmanship, the Special En-
voy must be an independent per-
son free from political influences
in order to perform the duties
freely. In this regard, Myanmar
sent a letter of objection to the
ASEAN Chair on the appoint-
ment of a foreign minister as the
Special Envoy.

However, the list of previ-
ous nominees as the Special
Envoy had been revoked at the
54th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Meeting, and the name of Dato
Erywan Pehin Yusof, Minister
of Foreign Affairs II of Brunei
Darussalam was presented as
the Special Envoy of the ASEAN
Chair. In showing Myanmar’s
cooperation with ASEAN in the
implementation of the five-point
consensus as much as possible,
Myanmar finally accepted the
nomination of Dato Erywan Pe-
hin Yusof, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs I of Brunei Darussalam as
the Special Envoy of the ASEAN
Chair at the separate meeting
of ASEAN Foreign Ministers on
4-8-2021.

At the meeting of ASEAN
Foreign Ministers, the Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Myanmar reiterated three of-
ficial positions of Myanmar in
the appointment of the Special
Envoy of the ASEAN Chair; (1)
the Special Envoy of the ASEAN
Chair must conduct official com-
munications and work closely
with the Myanmar government,
(2) Myanmar will not accept new

proposals beyond the five-point
consensus, (3) the appointment
and the role of the Special En-
voy should be aligned with the
ASEAN principles, particularly
non-interference in the inter-
nal affairs of member states and
ASEAN should uphold the core
principle of making decisions
through consensus. The Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Myanmar requested the Chair
of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Meeting to put on the record
above-mentioned Myanmar’s
positions in the meeting min-
utes.

Q - HowisMyanmar facil-
itating the implementation
of the ASEAN five-point con-
sensus?
A - The Government of My-
anmar has been in close coop-
eration with the Special Envoy
of successive ASEAN Chairs for
implementing the ASEAN five-
point consensus while striving
for peace and tranquillity in the
country. The Five-Point Road
Map of the State Administra-
tion Council has been laid down
prior to the formulation of the
five-point consensus in order to
restore democracy in Myanmar.
Moreover, the Chairman of the
State Administration Council
himself is leading the efforts
for lasting peace in the entire
nation in line with the Five-Point
Road Map. Those endeavours for
peace by the State Administra-
tion Council clearly demonstrate
the Myanmar Government’s
commitment to the cessation of
violence as mentioned in point
No. 1 of the five-point consensus.
During Cambodia’s ASEAN

Chairmanship in 2022, Myanmar
also accepted the appointment of
Mr Prak Sokhonn, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister of
Cambodia as the Special Envoy
of the ASEAN Chair. Myanmar
facilitated the first visit of Mr
Prak Sokhoon to Myanmar from
21 to 23 March 2022 as well as
his second visit from 30 June
to 2 July 2022. During these vis-
its, the Myanmar side arranged
meetings for the Special Envoy
in order to meet with govern-
ment officials, political parties
and the Ethnic Armed Organiza-
tions (EAOs) which were avail-
able for the meeting. Besides,
the two visits of Dr Kung Phoak,
Head of the Office of the Special
Envoy, were also facilitated by
the Myanmar Government.

Considering Myanmar’s co-
operation in the appointments of
the Special Envoy and strenuous
domestic efforts for achieving
lasting peace, it is obvious that
the Government of Myanmar
has been actively implement-
ing the important points of the
five-point consensus. Another
significant progress in the im-
plementation of the five-point
consensus is the Myanmar Gov-
ernment’s cooperation at the
States and Regions levels for
the provisions of the ASEAN hu-
manitarian assistance through
the ASEAN Coordinating Centre
for Humanitarian Assistance on
Disaster Management (AHA)
Centre.

The provisions of humani-
tarian assistance to Myanmar
through the AHA Centre have
been implemented in two phas-
es. The Myanmar Task Force
led by the Union Minister for
International Cooperation was
established for facilitating the
smooth policy coordination and
practical delivery of executing
the goals of the AHA Centre
successfully on the ground. As
of now, Phase 1 which is the pro-
vision of life-saving assistance
has been successfully complet-
ed, and the Myanmar Govern-
ment is in close cooperation
with ASEAN for Phase 2 which
is the provision of life-sustaining
assistance. Thus, allegations of
“no significant progress in imple-
menting the ASEAN five-point
consensus” are unfounded, ab-
solutely baseless and far away
from reality.

SEE PAGE-7
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Q - Could you please ex-
plain how Myanmar contin-
ues to cooperate with ASE-
AN?
A - Asadutiful ASEAN Mem-
ber State, Myanmar firmly stands
on ASEAN norms and principles
enshrined in the ASEAN Charter;
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
in Southeast Asia (TAC) and the
ASEAN Community Vision Blue-
prints by fulfilling the member-
ship obligations such as financial
and institutional responsibilities.
Despite unilateral and unfair
actions taken against Myanmar
by a few ASEAN Member States
through ASEAN mechanisms,

Myanmar will continue working

closely with all Member States in
maintaining the region's peace
and stability which is crucial for
the region’s economic develop-
ment. Nevertheless, Myanmar
will continue working with ASE-
AN family members to promote
and strengthen ASEAN Central-
ity and ASEAN Unity.
Nowadays, regarding the
internal affairs of Myanmar,
unilateral and unfair actions
and pressures have been tak-
en against Myanmar by a few
ASEAN Member States through
ASEAN mechanisms which are
beyond and against the provi-
sions and fundamental principles
of the ASEAN Charter. These
unprecedented measures could
severely affect the ASEAN Cen-

trality and ASEAN Unity as well
as the ASEAN credibility in the
establishment of a rules-based
community. To prevent the infil-
tration of great power rivalries
and influences into the region,
it is a crucial time for ASEAN
to keep promoting the ASEAN
Spirit, existing good practices and
cordial relationships between
ASEAN countries and among the
peoples of ASEAN rather than
advocating the self-interest and
political ambitions of individual
member states.

Since the inception of ASE-
AN, ASEAN has made a num-
ber of historic achievements to-
wards regional peace, stability
and prosperity over the past 55

cooperation and unity among
the countries in the region and
promoting cohesiveness, and
harmony for economic and so-
cio-cultural developments. ASE-
AN countries must overcome var-
ious challenges and difficulties by
promoting the ASEAN Way, ASE-
AN Unity, ASEAN Spirit and the
“Unity in Diversity” with a deeper
understanding and appreciation
of different political systems, and
economic development of each
ASEAN Member State.
Myanmar will be consistently
observing and complying with
cedures enshrined in the ASEAN
and will be fully cooperating with
ASEAN for the realization of the
ASEAN Community Vision 2025

with the Whole-of-Government
Approach through effective co-
ordination among different min-
istries and relevant agencies at
the national level. Therefore, it
is proving that Myanmar is a
responsible, proactive and con-
structive member of ASEAN,
and it is an undeniable fact that
Myanmar has the capacity, capa-
bility, and motivation to assume
a greater role in ASEAN.

(This interview is an unoffi-
cial translation of the Myanmar
version of the interview which
appeared in the daily newspa-
pers (Kyemon-The Mirror and
Myanmar Alin) published on 10
February 2023.)
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