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The Republic of the Union of Myonmor

President's Otfice
Press Releose No. U2016

14 October 2016

Press releose regording the ottocks on the Border Guord Police posts
in Moungdow Townsh'tp

On the morning of 9th October 2016, ormed ottockers corried out o
surprise qttock on Kyikonpyin Border Guord Police (Number One)
Heodquorters, Kotonkouk Police Outpost, ond Ngokhuyo Locol Police
Office. As o result of this ottock, 9 members of the Myonmor Police Force
were kiued, qnd 48 weopons of vorious types ond 6524 rounds of qssorted
ommunition, 47 boyonets, ond 164 mogozines were lost. Following the
defensive octions of the police, the bodies of I ottockers were found, ond
2 qttqckers were coptured olive. From them, I homemode pistol, 2 rounds
of ommunition, ond I mogozine were recovered.

The ormed ottockers, with the weopons ond ommunition they h(rd
seized, continued to move oround the Moungdow District ond corry out
ottocK. Totmodow infontry units together with members of the Myonmor
Police Force hove corried out joint combot operotions dgoinst the
ottqckers. Joint columns of Totmodow qnd police hove conducted
cleorqnce operotions in the oreqs where the qttqckers ore hiding. During
these operotions they hdve hod frequently come into ormed contoct with
the ottockers. So for, five members of the Totmodow hove given their
lives.

According to the initiol findings of the interrogotions of the two ottockers
who were coptured qnd two odditionol ottockers whom Bonglodesh

honded over to lvyonmor, the ottocK in Moungdow Township were
systemqticolly plonned in odvonce over o long period of time, ossisted by

foreign funding ond the support of members of foreign terrorist

orgqnjsotions.

According to the findings of the interrogotions. the ottocK in l'4 oungdow

were intended to promote extremist violent ideology omong the mojority

lv uslim populotion in the oreq. Using Moungdow os o foothold, this wos
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qn ottempt to tqke over the oreos of Moun gdow ond Buthitoun g. For this,
they received significqnt finonciol support from extremist individuols in
some N'liddle Eqstern countries. This tunding wqs not provided by
porticulor orgqnisotions, but wos provided secretly through contocts
between individuols.

Interrogqtions hqve reyeoled thot the ottqcks in Mqungdqw were
corried out by the Aqo lV ri lvujohidin orgonisotion which is octive in
Moungdow, ond which is linked to the RSO ormed orgonisotion. The
leoder of this orgonisotion is Hqvistoohor. o religious ond sociol extremist
oged qround 45 yeors old, of Kyoukpyinseik villoge in Moungdow
Township. He previously ottended o six-month Tolibqn troining course in
Pqkistqn, ond he hqs 4 sisters qnd 1 brother living in soudi Arqbio.
Assuming the identity of o refugee, he frequently went to stoy in q villqge
neor Teknof in Bonglodesh, from where he received funding from
orgonisotions bosed in the l'4 iddle Eost. Among those he worked with
were: q Pqkistqni citizen colled Kolis who cqme to NgoKuRo villoge ofter
Iiving in Bonglodesh; lbrohim, Azo, ond Ayotulqh who lived in Kutqbqloun
refugee comp in Bonglddesh; ond 12 men living in Nilo refugee comp
including individuols colled Zuboid ond lslom. Kolis previously qttended o
terrorist trdining comp in Pokiston, ond he speok Myqnmor, Bengoli,
Arokon, M oloy ond Pokistoni Ionguoges fluently. Around five months ogo,
through the orrongement of Hovistoohor, Kolis come to Moungdow ond
begon delivering ormed troining closses to locol extremist youths

recruited ond mobilised by Hovistoohqr.

The four moin instigotors in l"l iddle NgoKuRo villoge, coled Abdul
Rohmon, Munet, KopiKulqh ond Akis, hod oll ottended on RSO troining
course. Hovistoohor, Kolis, Mobuyo of l'4 oun gnomo Villoge (who led the

ottock on Kyikonpyin), together with 12 ottockers who hod come from o
refugee comp in Bonglodesh, hcrd cqrried out robberies in the villqges of

Pho Wut Choung, Ale Thon Kyow qnd Ngo Choung in l"l oungdow

Township.

According to the findings of the interrogqtions, Hcrvistoohcrr ond his

orgonisotion mobilised extremist youths in the Moungdow oreo. They

secretly ron weopons troining ond self-defence troining in remote

locotions in the hills ond forests. os well os in the compound of Abdul
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Rohmon in the M iddle Ngq Ku Ro villoge, ond in the forest neor Kyouk
Pyin Seik villoge. Following this, plqns were drown up to corry out violent
qttocks.

Hovistoohor hod plonned for o totol of oround 4OO ottockers to
simultoneously lounch ottocks on 6 seporote locotions: lvqbuyo would
leod qround 100 qttqckers ogoinst Kyikonpyjn Border Guqrd police
(Number One) Heodquorters; Kolis ond Abdut Rohmon would leod
qround 100 ottockers ogoinst Ngokhuyo Police tocol Office; Wodif would
leod oround 50 ottockers ogoinst Kyoin Choung Locol Police Office: Azo
woLild leod oround 50 qttqckers ogoinst Kyouk Hloy Kor locol Police
Office; Row Poing would leod oround 50 ottockers ogoinst Ywet Nyo
Toung Locol Police Office; ond Abu Kumor woLdd leod oround 12
ottockers ogoinst Kotonkouk Police Outpost. However, on 9th October
they were only oble to ottock three locotions: Kyikonpyin, Kotonkouk, ond
N gokhuyo. Hovistoohor hqd instructed thot ofter ottockin g the boses, the
ottockers should murder the members of the police, toke their weqpons
ond equipment, ond use those weqpons in further ottdcK on neorby
Totmodow ond police boses. Before the ottoclc took ploce, the
orgonisotion lecrders systemoticolly exploined to the ottockers the plon of
ottock.

The Aqd wrI l"lujohidin orgonisotion deployed toctics often used in
violent ormed dttocks oround the world: receiving foreign funding (from
those originolly from lvqungdow but now in the Middle Eost)i ottendin g
terrorist trqining courses {delivered by the Tolibon in Pokiston, ond RSO in
Bonglodesh); ond using religion to mobilise extremist youth in
Moungdow. According to their plon, they intended to toke over the
mojority-lYuslim qreos of Buthitoung qnd Moungdow, ond to spreod
propogondo through disseminoting video files on the internet ond vid
sociql network, in line with the methods of terrorist orgqnisqtions such os

the Tolebon, Al Qoedo ond lSlS, in order to ottroct greoter foreign
support ond tunding ond encourqge the cooperotion ond porticipotion

ot domestic ond foreign religious extremists.

At present, the smoll ormed orgonisqtion led by Hovistoohor is still

ottempting to corry out continued ottocks in the Moungdow oreo with o

strenoth of olmost 4@ extremist ormed dttockers. Members ol the
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lYyonmor Police Force ore tqking responsibility for security ond rule of
lqw, ond Totmodow militory columns hove responsibility for cleoronce
operqtions. The police ond the Totmodow ore corrying out these
responsibilities ot full strength. In doing so, they ore frequently coming into
ormed contoct with the ottockers. At the some time, investigotions ore
continuing into domestic ond foreign terrorist link qnd supporters of
terrorism. Further news will continue to be releosed os it is received. so os
to keep the generol public informed.

The otlocks in Mqungdow were systemoticolly plonned ond prepqred
over o lon g period of time with the support ond ossistonce of toreign
terrorist orgonisotions ond supporters of terrorism. These ottoclc were on
ottempt to ottock ond destroy the security of the notion, ond the lives.
property ond security of the citizens of the country. We will toke effective
oction to defend ogoinst, respond to ond defeot oll qrmed violent
ottqclc qnd ottempted ottqcK, in qccordonce with the constitution, the
ontiterrorism low, ond other existing lows relqtin g to security ond
detence. Not only the ottoclG in Moungdow, but oll violent ottock or
ottempted ottock will be responded to effectively, cnd defeoted. We
will continue to investig(rte ond identify those controllin g ond orgonising
the ormed ottocks from behind the scenes, those who ore secreuy
providing tunding, ond oll orgdnisotions ond individuols thot support
ormed ottocK, ond we will toke etfective oction ogoinst them.
Furthermore, we will toke strong oction in line with the low ogoinst those
who try to toke odvontoge of these ottock by instigoting or ottempting
to instigote religious or socio.l conflicts ond unrest between communities.

We coll on our citizens to understond the octions of the government, ond
to be owore ond poy ottention to the dqnger of violent ottock. We coll
on our citizens to work together with responsible persons to prevent

instigotion on religious or sociol grounds within your communities, ond to
prevent the spreod of conflict to other oreos. We osk religious ond

communit leoders to moke every effort to work together to help to
prevent the emergence of conflicts. And we osk our citizens to cooperote
with the government for the soke of notionol security ond the defence of

the union.
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